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MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENT! 
Well – today is the the big day - the major job announcement many of you have 

been waiting for and others may be quite surprised! With much excitement I would 

like to share with all of you -  I have accepted a national position with Dell as an 

EDU BDM known in the education world as an Education Strategist. It has been 

quite difficult keeping this information confidential and secret for some time, and 

even more difficult turning down 2016 professional learning contracts and edtech 

training opportunities. Now you may be asking Naomi what will you being doing in 

your new position with Dell as an Education Strategist? Well….lots….yes I was 

hired for my skill set of delivering motivational edtech keynotes and will continue to 

do so for Dell at the national level and also allowed to deliver with my IEC 

corporation, my strategic planning work on visioning, planning and implementing 

1:1 mobile initiatives, and my national and international presence with being an 

edtech influencer of transformational K20 best practices. I also will have the 

amazing opportunity to work with a team of incredible 

innovators at the national level that have this same 

passion, drive, and leadership influence. Yes, my Intel 

and Google family ties with teaching and learning 

leadership opportunities will fall under this big umbrella, 

as well as an integrated approach to maximize partnerships 

with many professional learning  
1:1 deployments and 

implementations.  

#LIFEISGOOD
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SNEAK PEAK 
INSIDE 

Well…..you have to wait a 

little bit more for this “insider 

scoop” information, as I am 

learning about it all first hand 

this week in Austin, TX with 

my amazing and innovative 

team of educational 

strategists and edtech 

partners. More to come on 

this very soon. In the 

meantime check out the great 

free professional learning 

resources Dell Education has 

to offer- to provide the latest 

and greatest of tech insights 

to fill geek bucket :-) or fill 

free to follow the Dell 

hashtags of  

#DELLEDU 
#DOMOREEDU 

to stay up to date with  

great share outs of  

learning goodness.  

(Continued from Front Cover)
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THE WHY

This decision was made with the best interest of my immediate family in mind first, and my Innovate 
Educator Consulting company second. We will be relocating to the region of  Sacramento, CA in the 
upcoming months where we will have 325 days of sunshine and a temperate climate to enjoy the 
great outdoors. Jeff and I want the best quality of life for our son Jacob, our now veteran soldier, and 
to allow him to find a sense of purpose to fulfill his life, gain more independence, and be supported 
with one of the top orthopedic medical facilities in our beautiful nation.  

WEST COAST ADVENTURES

In my new adventures with Dell, I will lead up the West Coast educational vertical for Dell. I will be 
working actively with California, Oregon, and Nevada K20 schools and universities, and more regions 
to be announced. My primary focus is on building capacity through forming new relationships and 
strengthening existing partnerships to assist schools in these regions with 1:1 mobile deployments 
and implementations, inspiring keynotes and collaborative brainstorming sessions to support 
customized professional learning and visioning days, and thought leadership on preparing for future 
ready classroom redesigns on creating personalized learning spaces to meet the needs of today's 
diverse learners. I will have a home office and stay connected with the brilliance of the Internet and 
mobile technology. I will also be traveling 2-3 times per week working with school leadership teams 
and the dynamic and innovative Dell sales teams. This West Coast adventure is the next step in my 
career ladder to share my expertise and edtech passion with so many schools that need this strategic 
visioning and planning leadership to support their teaching and learning needs. 

WHAT ABOUT IEC?
Have no fear, IEC is still here. It will still have a very strong MidWest presence as it 
always has. Naomi and Jeff are empowering their contracted talented facilitators to 
take the lead with weekend events and summer tech splashes. Deb Norton will 
lead up the facilitation team, along with many other incredible facilitators that have 
been working for IEC for many years. Jeff and Jake will be our backbone IT to our 
company, supporting the tech end for webinars and workshops with the facilitator 
team. Kim Berg will still be our virtual program assistant, working on weekends with 

all workshop registrations and final productions of the quarterly Tech Bytes and Classroom Redesign 
publications. And, yes, Naomi is still still available for technology keynotes nationally and 
internationally, whether it be through webinars or face-to-face presentations. #LifeIsGood and very 
thankful to Dell for allowing me to continue my entrepreneurial endeavors of sharing my inspirational 
keynotes to fill my leadership bucket. 

NEXT STEPS – YOU ARE PART OF THE PLAN- AS YOU ARE MY PLN!
Just because my job role is changing and my location is changing to  
the West Coast, does not mean it ends here. YOU ALL are part of  
the plan- as you are and will always be my PLN.  You will be virtually 
traveling with me through this West Coast adventure so we can 
continue to learn together and from each other. I am only one email, 
one walkie-talkie Voxer chat, Google Hangout or Blab video chat 
away - so we can stay connected.  page 
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After years of asking other people if 
they had a solution or could create 
a solution, I finally took care of it!  

What is the solution for? As a 
teacher in Minnesota, I need to 
attend 125 hours of Professional 
Development (PD) every five years. 
I also need to attend PD on five 
different topics. With a June 30th 
deadline, I need to turn in all of my 
documents to the state of 
Minnesota to renew my license. For 
the last eight years, I have kept all 
of my documents in a file folder or 
three ring binder. Even though I 
would try to stay organized and 
keep a running total of my hours, it 
would always turn into a mess that 
would require hours of organization 
and compilation in order to turn it in. 
As a person who is pretty interested 
in technology, I turned to cloud 
storage options to try and help with 
this mess. While I didn’t  have a 
problem with the options I tried, 
they just were not created for this 
situation. I always thought:   

“Wouldn’t it be nice to have a place 
that I could organize and save all of 
my documents somewhere online 
that I am in control of?” 

In February of 2016, I attended Twin 
Cities StartUp Weekend EDU. It was 
a blur of a weekend. We started 
Friday night at 5:30pm with the 
opportunity to pitch an idea. Then, 
moved into forming teams to create 
projects around popular pitches and 
ended with a presentation of the final 
products on Sunday evening at 6pm.  

I look forward to sharing more 
information with you about Ermarie 
(the name has changed from 
DigiDocs during startup weekend to 
now Ermarie). Ermarie will help you 
easily save your documents to your 
own online secure storage space. 
Documents can be uploaded from 
your computer or captured with the 
camera on our phone. When time 
comes to share your documents, 
you have the ability to easily share 
a link with a time limit that you set. 
The two qualities that make this 
program stand alone from other 
options are ease of use and 
ownership. A key feature of Ermarie 
is that you are the owner of the 
information, the information follows 
you wherever you go.  

I look forward to sharing more of 
Ermarie's details with you!  

GUEST BLOGGER AND CREATIVE 
WRITERS SPOTLIGHT EDITION

NOW I HAVE AN APP! A TEACHER’S 
EXPERIENCE AT #TCSWEDU 

by Angie Kalthoff, Technology Integrationist 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
FOR ALL! 

by Angie Kalthoff,  
Technology Integrationist 

page 
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CONNECT WITH ANGIE

@Mrskalthoff 

kalthoff@pd.code.org 

Did you know that by the year 2020 there will 
be over 1 million computing jobs open? These 
jobs will be available in every industry, in 
every state. However, it is projected that  we 
will only have 400,000 qualified graduates to 
fill these positions. Why is this happening? 
How can we help? As educators we can 
introduce computer science to our students 
starting in Kindergarten. By introducing these 
concepts in younger grades, we can help kids 
develop their interests.  

If you are new to computer science concepts 
there are many great tools for you to get 
started with. You may have heard of The 
Hour of Code, Scratch, and Tynker. 
Code.org’s goal is to give every student in 
every school the opportunity to learn 
computer programming. As an educator, 
there are many tools available to use in your 
classroom starting with students in 
kindergarten. I invite you to check out the 
unplugged lessons on Code.org Click Here 
as well as code studio courses. These online 
courses work on any computer or tablet.  

After you check them out, if you want to 
learn more you can find a local workshop at 
https://code.org/professional-development-
workshops and attend for free or tweet at 
me @Mrskalthoff!  

Learn other interesting statistics at:   

• https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/
2013/12/11/computer-science-everyone  

• https://code.org/promote  

• https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/
2016/01/30/computer-science-all  

Connect with other educators on Twitter 
with the following hashtags 

#CSforALL 
#Codeorgpd 
#MNCodes 
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APPS TO AMPLIFY 
THE CHROMEOS 
EXPERIENCE 

by Nathan Papendorf, Technology 
Support & Integration Specialist 

~ Westby Area School District ~ 

Somebody asked it again last 
week: “Chromebooks? What 
can they really do besides 
browsing?” Since picking up 

steam in 2013, ChromeOS 
devices have taken the education sector by storm. According to CNBC, in 
December 2015, over half of classroom devices sold during the 3rd quarter 
of 2015 were Chromebooks. That’s great news for Google, but if ChromeOS 
still has a public relations problem it’s the “just for browsing” misconception. 
The reality is that, coupled with the Management Console, the medley of 
ChromeOS devices, including Chromebooks, Chromeboxes, Chromebits, 
Chromecasts, and now Chromebases, serves a host of needs in schools, 
including kiosks, signage, classroom projection & presentation, lab stations, 
and personal computing needs for staff and students.  

Regardless of operating system or manufacturer, it’s usually the 
applications running on a device that make it a useful tool for classroom or 
workplace productivity. This has proven true for me; to the point where a 
Chromebook is my primary device throughout my day, despite working in a 
blended environment of Windows workstations & servers, Macs, iPads 
and Chromebooks. Here are some of the favorite apps that make a 
Chromebook the perfect productivity device for the vast majority of 
circumstances I encounter each day. 

Chrome RDP  
Microsoft Remote Desktop for Chrome - connect to a Windows 
Professional, Enterprise, Ultimate or Server machine using 
Microsoft’s Remote Desktop Protocol. 

Google Slides 
Create just about anything Microsoft Publisher could. By using 
page setup to set a custom page size, make postcards, concert & 
banquet programs, signs, newsletters, lab notebooks, and graphic 
novels - pretty much anything you can dream up! 

File System for Dropbox  
Mount your Dropbox account as a file system on your 
Chromebook for easy access to shared Dropbox files & folders 
through the ChromeOS Files app. 

File System for Windows  
Mount your directories from Windows/SMB file servers for easy 
access to files on network shares. 

SFTP File System for Chromebooks  
Mount a remote file system to ChromeOS via SFTP, with files 
viewable & manageable in the ChromeOS Files App.

We have heard a lot 
lately about coding 
and why it’s an 
important life skill for 
our students.  It is a 
new language that 
will propel them 
towards future 
success.  President 
Obama has just 
created an initiative 
that will bring a 

substantial amount of money towards getting computer 
science into our schools.  Chicago Public Schools have 
announced that they will be offering computer science 
as part of their new STEM initiative in schools K-12.   

Coding is actually just a piece of computer science.  
Coding teaches and supports computational thinking.  
Computational thinking is the ability to deconstruct a 
large problem into smaller pieces, and logically come 
up with solutions.  Part of coding and computational 
thinking is being able to create algorithms and think 
logically in order to teach a computer or device how 
to do what you’d like it to.   

Another important skill that coding and computer 
science can teach is a growth mindset and 
understanding that failing is learning.  Students need 
to struggle with problems sometimes and fail a few 
times before they find the answer.  This not only 
builds character, but it teaches them how to learn.   

It’s easy to get students thinking and developing their 
problem solving skills through many of the online 
programs available for free right now.  Code.org has 
created a site rich with resources to get anyone 
started.  The journey can take you from Lightbot to 
Scratch and eventually to Khan Academy or Code 
Academy to learn Javascript or Ruby.  Plus, all of 
these resources are FREE.   

Get started on your journey now! 

ARE YOU A  
COMPUTATIONAL THINKER?  

by Velvet Holmes,  
Information Technology Literacy Teacher  

~ Oregon School District ~

CONNECT WITH VELVET

www.shaping-1-click.blogspot.com 

@iVelvet 

vmholmes@oregonsd.net 

CONNECT WITH NATHAN

+NathanPapendorf54667
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MARCH 19 
Designing Learning Spaces for a Creative and 
Collaborative Future  
Host Site: Sun Prairie, WI  

APRIL 16 
Personalized Learning Collaborative: Learning 
Should Be Fun ~ Make It Real and Make It Relevant!  
Host Site: Mauston, WI 

JUNE 14 - 15 
Summer Tech Splash 
Host Site: Iowa-Grant, WI

A LIBRARY REDESIGN WORTH HEARING ABOUT 
Showcased Example: Central Wisconsin Christian School in Waupun, WI 

Facilitator: Deb Norton, Appleton East Tech Integration Specialist  
Twitter @deb_norton 

This past weekend I was given the opportunity to lead a workshop at Central Wisconsin 
Christian (CWC) School in Waupun, WI working for Naomi Harm and her IEC company. While 
visiting this school I was able to spend the day in the 
amazing redesign that CWC did in their library. It was 
truly a beautiful and welcoming space. I was very 
impressed with the thought and consideration that they 
put into designing the space to meet the needs of all 

learners. Throughout the day of the workshop, we moved as a group from the presentation 
classroom into the community space. We worked at the bookshelves and ate lunch around 
the fireplace with the TV above it. We used the studio rooms for our makerspaces and even 
ventured out into the hallways (learning streets) to have our afternoon scavenger hunt. It 
was such an amazing library media center that I just have to share this with all of you.  You 
can check out my pictures and annotations by clicking here. 

A very special thank you to Mark Buteyn, CWC Administrator for partnering with IEC to 
bring this event to the Waupun area, and for Mark and his amazing staff for sharing their 
inviting space with neighboring private and public school educators attending the 
“Empowering Student Driven Passion Projects in Redesigned Collaborative Learning 
Spaces” Saturday workshop.  

INSPIRING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  
WORKSHOP OPPORTUNITIES

INSPIRING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  
WORKSHOP OPPORTUNITIES
Visit our website for more details as they become available 
www.naomiharm.org/upcomingworkshops

 More summer tech splashes are in the 
works for July and August! Let us know if 

you would like to be a host site! page 
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I want to personally thank the companies 
Foldify and Idea Paint for providing their 
amazing “eye candy” creation apps and 
Idea Paint kit bundle to support our fun 
giveaways that tied directly into our content 
focus workshop deliverables of our February 
and March makerspaces and redesigning 
classroom spaces workshops.  

Foldify is an iPad app that 
allows you to create 3D 
figures on an iPad. You can 
draw, create, print and fold 
beautiful 3D figures. You do 
not need to have drawing 

skills, as Foldify has tons of free content to 
create amazing, high quality figures, that you 
can print and fold them from paper.  

Foldify also provided their 
amazing Storest app as well. 
Storest is an iPad that allows 
children to create a real store 
that teaches kids about 
money and money through a 

hands-on approach, with the optional of playing 
in the virtual level and printable modes. It makes 
playing store come to life! This app is age 
appropiate for 6-9 and is great for daily living 
skills and tasks for children with special needs.  

Idea Paint inspires and encourages everyone, 
every day to reach their creative and productive 
potential through a high-performing dry erase 
paint, which transforms virtually any smooth 
surface into an erasable canvas, giving people 
the space they need to fully explore their big 
ideas. The magic of IdeaPaint lies 
in its ability to transform passive 
space into active environments
—to spur the collaborative spirit 
that lives within all of us, and 
accelerate ideation for better, 
faster results. 

IdeaPaint was founded by 
John Goscha in 2002 as a 
college freshman. The “idea” 
for IdeaPaint came out of a 

brainstorming session in the e-tower, a dorm 
for entrepreneurs at Babson College 
(Wellesley, MA). True to the entrepreneurial 
spirit of the school, the students decided to 
cover their walls in large sheets of paper to 
write down their ideas. As their ideas grew 
the paper became filled with writing and had 
to be torn down and replaced– writing on the 
walls was great, but there 
had to be a better way! 
Classmate Andrew Foley 
suggested and looked for a 
paint that could turn every 
wall in their dorm into a dry 
erase writing surface. 
Surprised to find this paint 
didn’t already exist, John and 
a third classmate William 
Gioielli set out to find one 
while Andrew began working 
on the business plan and created the name 
IdeaPaint. When students and visitors from 
across campus began stopping by to write on 
the wall, the team knew they were on to 
something! 

Want to see first hand how it is being in the k12 
teaching and learning spaces? Here is an 
example of how Idea Paint is being 
implemented very creatively in a middle school 
art and journalism class at Killian Middle School 
in Lewisville, TX. Killian is not like most middle 
schools. Glance into any classroom and you’ll 
see students listening to iPods and typing away 
on tablets and laptops. As Nguyen explains, 
“Technology is fully incorporated into the 

curriculum.” Students enjoy the freedom of 
learning as they choose, on whatever device 
they prefer, thanks to Killian’s BYOT (that’s 
Bring Your Own Technology) initiative. More 
often that not, students are tuned in, and while 
one might think it could inhibit sharing and 
collaboration, Ty’s unique learning environment 
proves the contrary. 

“We were able to totally revamp our 
classroom into this really magical environment 
where everyone can collaborate wherever 
without constraints,” says Ty. IdeaPaint has 
helped create a more collaborative, social 
learning environment by giving his students 
physical space where their ideas can thrive. 
While many begin on a screen, they develop 
and expand in an organic way with the input of 
classmates on IdeaPaint surfaces. 

Layouts for this year’s yearbook cover the 
wall, as do checklists for what needs doing 
and what has been finished. It’s evident that 
Mr. Nguyen has tapped into his students’ most 
creative and productive sides by bridging the 

hi-tech and the low. With the end 
of the school year fast 
approaching, we can’t wait to 
see their final product. 

Also checkout their free app 
called Bounce to create, 
make, draw and design your 
brainstroming big ideas off the 
wall and into people’s hands, 
so brains can keep storming.

HELP YOURSELF TO A BOWL OF EYE CANDY:  
FOLDIFY AND IDEA PAINT

We hope the spring season provides for you a wealth of opportunities of 
inspiration, happiness and gratitude! #TogetherWeAreBetter from the 

Innovative Educator Consulting Team!  #IECRocks 
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