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PURPOSE 
of the Playbook 

The K-12 Learning Space Symposium was the first of its kind to be offered in the Midwest. 
This exciting two-day event enabled participants and school teams to explore the design of 
21st Century learning spaces and how they support a variety of teaching and learning 
strategies, including personalized and brain-based learning.  Participants had the 
opportunity to vision and plan spaces through a design challenge, supported by a lineup of thought-provoking sessions facilitated by four widely 
recognized speakers and industry partners.  Collaborative and in-depth panel discussions with attending school district leaders and students added 
additional voices to the overall experience. 

The Symposium sessions were organized into three, interconnected strands of "Learning Spaces, Instructional Design, and Personalized Learning" that 
challenged participants to examine how learning space and cutting edge pedagogies support the design of 21st Century student learning experiences. 

Throughout the Symposium, participants documented their learning experiences to begin crafting a “learning space sketchbook” that supported a 
personal or team exploration of practical ideas associated with creating new spaces, or renovating or “hacking” their current school spaces. All digital 
sketchbook ideas were curated into this crowd-sourced composite Learning Space Playbook reflecting inspiring ideas and insights generated by 
participants over the course of the two-day event. 
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WELCOME 
The design of learning spaces begins by identifying the type of learning experience you 
want for students.  In the space below, please describe what a contemporary learning 
experience looks like.  What will students do?  What types of skills should they develop 
and what type of habits/mindsets should they be able to demonstrate as learners? 

I would like students to have freedom to sit or 
stand in the room. Everyone is not able to sit for 
long periods of time. I’d like students to be 
comfortable with their own learning needs and to 
be allowed to adjust physically when they need to 
without other students or teachers thinking they 
are “out of order”. 

— Maureen Milbach  
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 

Students need to feel comfortable. They all learn 
so differently, so spaces need to accommodate all 
these needs. Students should be able to transition 
easily from whole group to small group to 
individual learning. 

— Patti Fleser 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

There will be multiple learning stations around the 
classroom/library media center.  Students have 
developed their learning goals and are working 
independently, in duos, or trios to accomplish 
these goals.  Since it’s about the learning process 
and not just the end product, I will see their design 
thinking and planning on the dry erase paint walls/
tables.  Each day as the kids come in, the room 
layout may shift in order to accommodate the 
students’ needs. On top of this, the atmosphere 
will be soothing and inspiring through the the use 
of color and comfort.  When it comes to their 
mindset, the students need to develop self 
motivation and the want to learn more, challenge 
an idea, and accept failure as a stepping stone to 
success.  If there is passion in their learning, 
dreams can be achieved. 

— Jennifer Polomis  
Peshtigo, WI School District 

Students need to feel comfortable. They all learn 
so differently, so spaces need to accommodate all 
these needs. Students should be able to transition 
easily from whole group to small group to 
individual learning. 

— Patti Fleser 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

The library media center is the mother of 
personalized learning.  Students can access either 
a physical or virtual space to find answers to 
questions in order to complete homework, for 
personal enrichment or entertainment.  Students 
can use library resources either independently, with 
a small group of collaborators, or in a class.  This 
link describes the many skills and habits-of-mind 
students develop when engaging in research, 
exploration, and reading in the library media center. 

— Melissa Matz 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Students will have autonomy to explore their 
learning space and have access to resources at 
their disposal. Materials will be readily available and 
technology easily accessible. Collaboration areas, 
thinking spaces, teacher-student discussion space. 

— David Chan 
Evanston Township High  School, IL 
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I think that learning spaces should be warm, 
welcoming, inviting, spacious, interesting, and 
comfortable and filled with resources for students 
to easily access (i.e. Technology tools with reliable 
wireless, visual aides, materials for expressing 
creativity, furniture that easily moves and is 
conducive to working and learning together). 

— Ann Schoenberger 
DeForest, WI School District 

A contemporary learning experience is one where 
students are completely engaged with pursuing 
their educationally meaningful personalized 
learning goals. Students will work both individually 
and collaboratively with reliable information 
resources seeking solutions. Students will be using 
personal devices to efficiently and effectively meet 
their project-based learning goals. As they seek 
knowledge to accomplish their learning goals, 
students develop habits indicative of a true love of 
learning, i.e. they are voracious readers, and 
motivated puzzle solvers. 

— Kay Benning 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

The Library Media Center/Learning Commons will 
consist of  physical, digital, and virtual spaces that 
are dynamic and flexible, accommodating a 
broader range of student interests, projects, and 
levels.  It will not only support current classes, 
projects and curriculum but inspire new ideas, 
foster creativity, and encourage thoughtful play. 

— Dan Paese  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Creating uniquely valuable learning experiences 
for students where there is: 
Personalized and customized learning for each 
child 
A variety of learning spaces that allows for more 
effective collaboration 
Teaching that happens by both the teacher and 
students 
A variety of assessments for students to reflect 
their knowledge 

— Sara Allen 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 

An ideal contemporary learning experience allows 
students to find comfortable workplaces to work 
either independently or with others. Having choice in 
various options of seating and work spaces would 
help to meet the sensory needs of the learners and 
keep them focused on the task at hand. 

Students should develop skills that help them know 
what type of learner they are and what their needs 
are to maximize their potential to learn, create, 
design, explore and work on the particular activity. 

As learners, students should develop habits that 
promote perseverance, collaboration, creativity and 
critical thinking. In terms of a mindset, students are 
encouraged to embrace a growth mindset knowing 
that hard work and determination will lead to success. 

— Angela Sopko 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

In my classroom I want my students to be able to think 
critically in collaborative groups of various sizes.  I also 
want them to be able to work individually at times and 
also be able to pull together in a large whole group 
discussion format.  There also needs to be workspace 
for labs and project based learning activities.  I want 
my students to be engaged and inspired, so visually 
there needs to be color and design elements 
throughout the room.  I believe students need a variety 
of workspace options, as well as seating options, to 
take into account the variety of learning styles and 
individual personalities of our students.   

— Anna Feldmeier 
Elmbrook, WI School District 



I think a contemporary learning experience 
looks like a blend of “old school” (sitting in 
desks listening) and hands on experience. The 
students do some seat work with typical paper/
pen activities and/or computer generated 
activities; as well as online exploration. I think 
that the student should  be able to move 
simultaneously between online and offline tools. 
Students today are accustomed to 
instantaneous “everything” and should be able 
to learn in a way in which is the best possible 
option or themselves. They should be able to 
seamlessly move and group in a way in which is 
most comfortable for them to learn.  

— Jo Brommer 
Stevens Point, WI School District 

A contemporary learning space does not have 
rows of desks or tables in place of desks where 
students have a spot assigned to them.  In a 
contemporary classroom have a choice in where 
they work either alone, with a partner or small 
group and while receiving whole group 
instructions. 

Contemporary learning spaces have students 
learning at their own pace.  Not everyone is 
doing the same thing.  Students will learn how to 
think for themselves at a pace that suits them. 

— Krista Kaltenberg 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

Students will collaborate with each other.  I 
would like to see students being teachers and 
“go to” people to help peers out.  The teacher 
does not have to be the primary teacher.  I feel 
that my space needs to accommodate 
independent learning, collaboration, and whole 
group.  I would like kids to be able to 
experiment with what type of space works best 
for them for what they are working on.  I think 
students need at time tables to work on but 
also comfortable seating for other tasks 
(reading, partner discussions, etc). I envision 
my space having tables, chairs, carpet read 
and creative seating. 

— Kari Pajerski 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 
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GOAL(S), INTERESTS, & PASSIONS 
You’re here for a reason.  You might be by yourself or with a group, but in any case, it is our belief that you have a specific interest in 
learning spaces, and that interest is associated with a goal or goals that this conference experience can help address.  In the space 
below, list the goal or goals that you have for this conference experience, associated with spaces and learning.  Also, list questions 
that you have that can help you get the information you need to move forward on your goal(s). 

The team I teach with was approved for a 
$20,000 furniture renovation as part of a 
proposal we wrote regarding turning our “house” 
into a more personalized learning environment.  
Unfortunately, we had to order our furniture 
before the school year ended (prior to this 
class).  It would have been nice to have this 
course before we ordered our furniture.  
Nevertheless, I would love to gain a better 
understanding of how to use the space and 
furniture I have to create the best learning 
environment for my students.  I am passionate 
about teaching and creating a classroom in 
which my students feel safe and inspired. 

— Anna Feldmeier 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

To gather ideas on how to transform the 
unoccupied classroom and computer lab into an 
innovative learning space, and to expand 
knowledge on factors that are associated with 
innovative learning ideas to share with staff. 

— Angela Sopko 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

Conference Goal- 

Become equipped to provide quality advice to 
district library renovation teams 

Questions- 

What is the best process to implement when 
tackling a library redesign? 

What are current trends in library design? 

What kind of furniture options do we have? 

Where can we find library design exemplars? 

— Kay Benning 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

I am interested in seeing samples of different 
learning spaces and their purposes.  My district 
is going to be building two new elementary 
buildings so I would like to see different 
possibilities that are out there that are more 
conducive to learning. 

— Ann Schoenberger 
DeForest, WI School District 

BRING OTHER TEACHERS WITHIN THE 
BUILDING ALONG ON THE LEARNING 
SPACES RIDE.  Find ideas for changing 
classrooms as well as the library. 

— Patti Fleser 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

I want to bring some new strategies or revisit 
old strategies to best use my new flexible 
learning space.  I want to be sure that students 
know they are in a different place when they 
enter my classroom. 

— Maureen Milbach  
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 
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How to create a space/atmosphere where students 
are self-directed and on task to learn. 

Creating a learning environment with multiple 
stations and configurations that adapts to the 
students’ learning needs. 

Creating a makerspace in the LMC for middle and 
high school students. 

Converting the library from traditional to a learning 
commons. 

Converting the mindset of students/staff that the 
library is the place to create, think, collaborate on 
learning goals, not just a holding tank or place to 
socialize during study hall. 

Helping students believe in themselves and their 
abilities...thus challenging themselves educationally. 

— Jennifer Polomis  
Peshtigo, WI School District 

I would like information on how to best set up my 
learning space I have available to my 5th grade 
students.  I did not consider digital resources as 
a learning space until today.  It is so true.  If 
students have a device they can learn anywhere! 

— Krista Kaltenberg 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

How to create spaces on a budget?  Some of the 
stuff out there is awesome but I do not want to 
invest too much until I have some input from 
students on what they like and what works well 
for them.  I would like to see what types of space 
they choose for reading, writing, doing math, etc.  

— Kari Pajerski 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

There is a large push in my district toward 
personalized learning, and right now I work in a 
library that is traditional in design, consisting 
primarily of heavier wood tables, book shelving, 
and other furniture.  I’m here to learn more about 
how the physical and e-environments should be 
evolving for 21st century learning and to more 
effectively support the personal needs of students. 

— Dan Paese  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

I’m a K-6th grade Library Media Specialist in 2 
schools I am/ was interested in learning how to 
develop and implement a makerspaces area into 
my library(s) and how to staff that space. How do I 
set up and staff a Makerspace? How can I move 
forward in my belief that students learn differently 
today and that they need a totally different type of 
classroom than what is currently seen in most 
educational environments. How do I best meet the 
needs of all learners in the library when I have a 
fixed schedule and only see the students once 
every 8 days for 45 min.? Is there a way to  
incorporate digital citizenship, Makerspaces, and 
the rest of my curriculum into this time constraint 
using digital tools? 

— Jo Brommer 
Stevens Point, WI School District 

What are students saying about the traditional 
learning spaces they are used to being a part 
of and what would they change if the sky was 
the limit? 

How do we empower our teachers to take control 
of their learning space in order to create a more 
effective learning environment? 

— Sara Allen 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 

My library media center is in a room that has 
existed for more than 50 years.  It was updated 
15 years ago to accommodate a hardwired lab 
of PCs.  It was outfitted four years ago with 
robust wireless access and for the past two 
years I’ve acquired 36 Chromebooks and other 
devices to share with students and staff.  The 
furnishing, storage closets, and back offices 
need to be reimagined to allow more students to 
work in collaborative groups.  Right now the 
only option students have is to either sit in a 
traditional computer lab with five computers per 
row or at typical wooden library tables. Small, 
semi-private digital makerspaces are needed to 
support video, audio, and game production. 

— Melissa Matz 
Elmbrook, WI School District 



SESSION #1 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

The process starts with understanding the goals 
for the space, and bringing student voice into the 
equation.  

— Kay Benning 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

I have a whiteboard in my room and instead of 
covering it up with posters that our district wants us to 
put up want to make that a learning space where kids 
can work.  I wished I taught in a school where hallways 
were spacious to add reading areas, but we have 
lockers on both sides.  Any suggests for that? 

— Kari Pajerski 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

Language is very important- for example, moving 
from classroom to studio changes the 
expectations for how that space is used. 

— Ann Schoenberger 
DeForest, WI School District 

Excellent:  the power of the concept of the 
learning space being a “third teacher” 

Brilliant:  the importance of stepping beyond 
boundaries of past labels and practices in our 
learning spaces so that we can redefine them 

Critical:  the process of thoughtfully defining what 
we want to happen in a space before we start 
purchasing “stuff” 

— Dan Paese  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

The resources and guidance given on creating 
innovative learning spaces were helpful to me in 
addressing my goals. I’ve learned how important 
it is to identify what we want the learning 
experience to be at school- formal/informal, 
academic/social, physical/digit/virtual. I feel that I 
now have a better understanding of necessary, 
deliberate steps that must be taken to make this 
process successful. 

Give Students Agency- capturing ideas from 
students on how they learn best, provide 
conditions to empower them as learners. 

— Angela Sopko 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

The first 2 questions asked in this session were:  
What is personalized learning?  Should students 
have the ability to reshape space?  Both 
questions got me thinking about how a student 
gets personalized learning in a classroom with 30 
other students in 45 min. every 8 days. 

I also liked the idea of asking admin., teachers, 
students to get the common threads about the 
space that I would like to change. I also liked the 
idea of using wall spaces for students to 
communicate using the white board or erasable 
paint on the walls.  

— Jo Brommer 
Stevens Point, WI School District 

A Roadmap for 
Creating 21st Century 
Spaces for Learning

PRESENTER 

David Jakes
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"The first step in redesigning the classroom is to discard the notion 
that it has to be a classroom..." What I want to create isn't a 
classroom. I'm not sure what it is yet, but... 

“35% of available school spaces is in the hallways..." There is much 
unused (underused) space in schools. Similarly, there are many extra 
minutes that each of us have in our day to make something. In addition 
to the nature of work shifting, we have a bunch of free time on our hands. 
Take a look Shirky’s work around Cognitive Surplus. Of course we can, 
and will, debate this, but the idea still remains. Collectively, we throw a 
load of time and attention at Twitter, Google Reader, Facebook, etc.  I 
want to begin collecting spare cycles and turn them into something. 

Changing the concept of the "library" to mean far more than its 
traditional definition. 

More flexible & less homogenous furniture. 

Give students a choice of where to sit or work on what they are doing. 

Ask the stakeholders how they would like the room to look. 

Identify goals for utilizing the space. 

Student voice is a critical component of the equation. 

DIGITAL BADGE CHALLENGE 
Identify two examples of what your roadmap will look like for creating 21st century 
spaces for learning. 
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SESSION #1 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

Every space can/should be a learning space. 

5 essential learning spaces and how each 
space still needs to remain flexible  

Community  

Private 

Presentation - sharing what we know 

Display - sharing info 

Virtual - integration of technology 

— Patti Fleser 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

I was thrilled to hear that Curt has made his 
LMC the center of the school.  It is conducive to 
whole group, small group and individual 
learning.  Reinforced that the learning space 
does not need to just look good but learners 
need to feel comfortable, safe, engaged and so 
on in their learning.  While all of the cool 
furniture looks good, we need to stay grounded 
as to what we want students to be learning. 

— Krista Kaltenberg 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

Keep the human experience in mind: 

What is it we want to feel in this space? 

What kind of work do we want to enable? 

Involve your students: Fun (Engaging) 

Design supports 4 C’s? 

Design Template: Places, Properties, Actions, 
Attitudes (Make Space) 

Places: home base, gathering place, transition, 
support structure (storage) 

5 spaces: Community, Private, Presentation, 
Display, Virtual 

Clear story glass - lots of glass 

Neighborhood spaces - every space can/should 
be a learning space 

Put doors together, swinging doors between 
classes - keeps classrooms connected 

Lots of great ideas, resources - reference 
Curt’s presentation as we get closer.  

Begin to plan seeds with stakeholders: 
students, parents, Board, Foundation, 
Librarians, Teachers, Admins, Operations 

— David Chan 
Evanston Township High  School, IL 

Learning Space 
Design To Meet 

Modern Education 
Expectations 

PRESENTER 

Curt Rees
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DIGITAL BADGE CHALLENGE 
Identify two examples to meet your modern education expectations with learning 
space design. 

What is it we want to feel in this space? 
(inspired, teamwork, collaboration, comfortable, 
safe, creative, fun, engaging) 

What kind of work do we want to enable? what 
are we preparing our students to do in the 
future?  

Neighborhood spaces allow for individual or 
group collaboration in the open areas outside of 
classrooms. 

Thresholds mark transitions into a learning 
space. Sayings above a door or images around 
the perimeter of a door. 

Keep the human experience in mind: 

What is it we want to feel in this space? 

What kind of work do we want to enable? 

It is important to adapt the ENVIRONMENT to 
the learner not the other way around.  Learners 
are more open to learning when they feel 
comfortable and safe.  Hard tables, desks, and 
chairs are not comfortable. 

LMC should be the center of a school.  Students 
should have access to the LMC space outside of 
scheduled class time.  Students should also be 
able to collaborate with other students. 

Student voice is a critical component of the 
equation.



SESSION #1 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

It was amazing to discover how the layout and 
feel of a classroom can affect your brain’s ability 
to learn.  The #1 factor that influences our brain 
when learning is the learning environment.  The 
work flow, creation stations set up around the 
room and  if students are set up in duos/trios/
large groups are very important. Rows must be 
broken down, but the need for a nurturing 
teacher/guide will always be there.  

I was introduced to a new term, “positive growth 
mindset”.  Naomi shared a valuable chart to use 
with the students on how to think positive about their 
abilities and goals.  It will help me assist them in 
moving from frustration to success in the classroom.   

It was interesting to see how long the brain can 
focus in a class period.  The best time for 
learning is the first 10 minutes.  A strategy to use 
throughout the class period is 15-4.  Here you 
instruct/teach for 15 minutes and then give the 
student’s a brain break for 4 minutes to process, 
apply, and reflect on what you said.  A possible 
class period may be a 4 minute intro, 15 minutes 
new content, 4 minute brain break, 15 minutes 
for student’s to apply knowledge, and 4 minutes 
to reflect on learning or put it into action. 

— Jennifer Polomis  
Peshtigo, WI School District 

Yes, I found the session to be helpful in 
reminding me about how to stay on track, meet 
students needs and keep class exciting for 
growing brains. 

— Maureen Milbach  
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 

Using components of learning spaces; color, 
seating arrangement, student choice, 
movement, collaboration to engage student 
learning. All include low cost changes with a big 
impact. 

— Christine O’Regan 
Kenosha, WI School District 

The Gift that Keeps 
On Giving - Our Big 
Beautiful Brains On 

Learning Spaces 

PRESENTER 

Naomi Harm
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Neuroscience and instructional strategies 

I Can statements 

Just because they have a wide learning gap now 
does not mean there will always be that gap 

Your learning environment is one of the most 
important factors for student success 

Nurturing teacher that can guide each student 
from where they are  

Students need meaningful conversations after 
new material is introduced - teach no more than 
10-12 minutes and then use a strategy to get 
kids talking about the new material 

Google Chrome - 1 Click Timer to use as a tool 
to show how long they can talk  

Room temp is very important - 68-72 degrees 

Natural light and seating choice is an important 
factor 

Seating arrangements change the way kids feel 
about learning 

Water fountain is soothing and relaxing in the 
classroom  

Use the tech ed department in your school 
system to help redesign your classroom space 

http://www.brainpickings.org/2014/01/29/carol-
dweck-mindset/  - fixed vs. growth mindset 

Water is key to your brain functioning 

Use Kahoot during inservice with staff 

Catch Box - Microphones that can be tossed 
around the room and the speaker is in the front 
of the room 

Movement to Think - If we don’t move our 
thinking becomes stagnant 

Reflection location, direction location, important 
info sharing location (teacher has 3 locations so 
kids learn what kind of delivery is coming from 
the teacher) 

What we say, share and do as teachers is key to 
creating relationships with students 

Kids can use “fidget” toys when teacher is giving 
very more formalized instruction to help them focus 

Create a basket of “fidget” toys for the Resource 
Room and to take with me to Math instruction 

Move It chrome extension - it will pop up after 
“so many” minutes of instruction and tell 
everyone to do some kind of movement 

Collaboration is key to your learning environment 
- Give roles (facilitator, designer or recorder, 

summarizer, presenter) - http://goo.gl/qPWfPB  - 
Make lanyards with roles in the plastic sleeve to 
hand out to kids 

Stick Picks App for creating questions based on 
Bloom’s 

Process, Apply, reflect Strategy (15 - 4 - 15 - 4) - 
new in the last 18 months from brain based 
research 

Assessments must match our learning goals - 
We NEED to evaluate our assessments 

http://answergarden.ch/ - tool to share a 
question with students and they respond for 
immediate feedback 

First 10 minutes of each class period is the most 
essential time for learning - should NOT grade 
papers 

Long-term memory increased when kids are 
allowed choices - Brain Based 

The Differentiator - http://byrdseed.com/
differentiator - creates choices of activities  

Emotional Safety - noncompetitive, allow 
students to take risks, strive so every student 
feels unique 

Meet and Greet - Teacher sets the tone 

Adding calmness to Learning  http://calm.com 

Celebrations!  Good Things time!   

— Sara Allen 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 



PAGE !14

Using the 15- 4 15 method. I never think 
about the reflections during the lesson. I 
think that would help the kids.  

More groups during the day. 

Using different timers  

focusing on 4-15-4-15-4  

I love the Answergarden instant feedback word 
cloud idea because it's a crowd sourced 
answer base that kids can directly affect.   

I'm also going to try to bring in more movement 
into my library lessons - mostly the information 
has been presented passively with solo work 
time, and I'm interested to try another way. 

I'm going to try to add more movement into the 
classroom (using Move It or something similar) 
since that is so important. 

I like the idea of having cards or lanyards with 
specific roles for students in group work. This 
will help with accountability and monitoring, as 
well as giving students purpose. 

2 cups of water in the 
morning will awake your 
brain as much as 1 cup of 
coffee--hydrate your brain 
because it is 85% water! 

Auditory is helpful to help 
students calm...play music 
to help set the tone!  love it 
for the end of the day 
classes! 

I plan to create "color coded" 
learning spaces to promote a 

certain mood that I may want to create 
for that area.  For instance, I want to incorporate 
a blue background to the area in which I want 
students to be focused and calm.  I also want to 
add bold colors like yellow, orange, and pink to 
areas in which my students will be asked to work 
on more creative tasks.  I have also ordered new 
furniture for my classroom, so plan to re-do the 
entire class space to allow for more collaborative 
work, while still allowing for individual work 

DIGITAL BADGE CHALLENGE 
Identify two brain-based learning takeaways/examples that you are going to 
implement into your school or classroom practice and tell me why.

Naomi did a nice job explaining how the 
physical environment influences our brains 
and learning.  She provided me with several 
ways in which I can improve the physical 
learning environment that are not too costly, 
and are within the realms of what I will be 
allowed to do.  For instance, I love the idea of 
incorporating natural sounds into my class 
space.  I have a zen-like water fountain with 
decorative stones sitting in a box in my closet 
not being used.  I will bring this to school and 
see how this works to create a calm mood 
during work time.  I also was inspired to figure 
out a way to add more color to my room.  I 
plan to look at options (painting cupboards, 
adding colored borders in specific learning 
spaces...I also found it interesting that the 
brain’s recall is related to location.  So, I am 
going to try and stand in a specific space in 
my room when I am delivering important 
information to the students to help cue their 
brain.  These are just a few of the many ideas 
I got from attending this session. 

— Anna Feldmeier 
Elmbrook, WI School District 



SESSION #2 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

In this session I was forced to think about 
what I want kids to accomplish in my 
classroom and how different spaces can 
accomplish this.  We were given specific ways 
to incorporate neat ideas on a budget.  I love 
the idea of dry erase paint to increase student 
work surfaces.  This session also inspired me 
to think about vertical wall space and how I 
can create more standing space for students 
to collaborate in my room.  

— Anna Feldmeier 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

I loved seeing the pictures of many 
elementary rooms.  I love the ideas of talking 
to our Tech Ed and FACE classes to see if 
they can help with designing a learning space.  
Using crates are a great idea.  Dunkin 
Doughnuts have given my team empty 
frosting 5 gallon pails to see if we can turn 
them into stools, similar to the crates. Another 
avenue on looking for community donation.  
Thank you so much for the ideas on how to 
create a classroom on a budget and the sites 
to look into for donations.  

— Kari Pajerski 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

It is helpful to know significant positive changes in 
learning spaces are possible with a relatively 
insignificant amount of money. I loved the idea of 
bringing art, F.A.C.E., and Tech. Ed., departments 
on board. It’s a win-win to collaborate efforts.  

— Kay Benning 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Emphasis on selecting the right color(s) of your 
learning space- depends on what the space 
will be used for/How do we want to change 
student learning? 

Consider starting small: Creation corner is a 
place to start 

Create seats, infused color even with white walls 

Student Choice and Voice of Creating New Spaces 

Brainstorm critical that students have a voice 

— Angela Sopko 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

Budget Constrained - 
Transforming One 

Classroom Learning 
Space At A Time 

PRESENTER 

Naomi Harm
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One must have a purpose and a why before 
redesigning a learning space.  This could pertain 
to literacy, communication, problem solving, 
video production, critical thinking, enrichment 
activity, collaboration, choice and voice, etc. 

Since I am under budget constraints, it was nice to 
hear that there are ways to still create a positive 
learning space.  When I get back to the district, I 
plan on hunting down some AV carts to turn into 
mobile learning stations.  These can become 
dynamic duo standing stations.  In addition, I plan 
to take to current tables I have and paint the tops of 
them with a type of dry erase idea paint.  I learned 
about this paint a while ago for use on walls, but I 
never thought about painting a table top.   

I’m also going to work on bringing a soothing 
calmness into the classroom and LMC.  This could 
be achieved through a table top water fountain, the 
use of calm.com, or some soothing colors on a 
focal wall.  This will help with transitions in the 
classroom and chatter levels during creation time. 

— Jennifer Polomis  
Peshtigo, WI School District 

Purpose & Why 

One simple maker space at a time 

Use color in corners (milk crate seats, parent 
volunteers to sew and make cushions) 

Color to designate makerspaces - set the tone for 
learning 

Use bulletin board to create makerspace as 
vertical space 

Genius bar - collapsable standing counter 

Student art and work creates ownership of space 

Stick to a Budget - give students voice and 
choices 

Ask students to name one thing that would help 
them learn and make change 

Design think tank with students 

http://thethirdteacherplus.com/ 

Edutopia - Remake your class http://
www.edutopia.org/remake-your-class-
collaborative-learning-video 

3 part series, planning, transformation, after 

Pear Deck - google app/extension 

Post-it, visual dots 

Dry erase paint 

Mobile think tank for Big Ideas “thought bubble” 

Calm.com 

Resources for Funding 

Grant Wrangler 

Go Fund Me 

Donors Choose 

Edutopia Big List of Grants 

District Foundation 

— Christine O’Regan 
Kenosha, WI School District
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SESSION #2 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

Create an environment in which failure is ok, 
trying multiple ideas is the norm, save criticism 
until everyone has a chance to share.  

— Maureen Milbach  
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 

Always keep in mind your “ultimate user” - the 
students! 

We need to fail in order to succeed. Students 
need to know it’s OK if they don’t get it on the 
first, second, or many attempts after that. 
Failing leads to learning. 

— Patti Fleser 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

This is a process that can be used for any 
problem solving or planning process - it's not 
just for designing new schools and learning 
spaces.  Need to have good active listening 
skills to hear what is really being looked for. 

— Ann Schoenberger 
DeForest, WI School District 

Design Thinking For 
Educators 

PRESENTER 

Curt Rees  
with Nathan Mielke
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One example would be to use dry erase paint 

to create new student work spaces.  A second 

example would be to add color by painting 

cupboards or using colored tape to outline 

specific work areas.   

Collaborate with the F.A.C.E., Art, and Tech. 

Ed. departments to transform learning spaces.  

Repurpose kidney tables for collaborative work.
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DIGITAL BADGE CHALLENGE 
What are two examples that you can use tomorrow to transform your classroom 
learning space  on a tight budget to impact student learning? 

List two examples or strategies that Curt and Nathan shared to incorporate design thinking into your staff meeting to 
make it more effective and collaborative. 

They shared a good video that illustrated 

design thinking in action and then walked us 

through the process of design thinking.  I found 

some of the steps to be repetitive and I would 

skip the last step of having staff create a 3D 

model. 

Do NOT criticize ideas until after prototypes are 

created--quantity over quality in brainstorming! 

Accept criticism well to be successful.  

Prototype stage - fail early, quickly and cheaply  

#dtk12 - follow Design Thinking  K12 hashtag 

on Twitter 

Educators need to practice listening to ideas 

without being immediately critical. 

Think fast, design fast. 



SESSION #2 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

Provided framework to consider when thinking 
about digital spaces and their relationship to/
with physical spaces. 

— David Chan 
Evanston Township High  School, IL 

Like the idea of school- AND student-owned 
spaces, which we are already doing, but I think 
we need to consider going further in 
developing student spaces electronically, esp. 
spaces that allow for them to grow, expand, 
move within and beyond that space. 

— Dan Paese  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

There are three teachers of children: adults, other 
children and their physical environment.”  Loris 
Malaguzzi 

An education should place learners at the center 
of a connected world.  The Aspen Institute 

David reinforced the idea that digital learning can 
and should happen outside of school walls and 
hours.  Some classes do not always meet 
everyday.  Learners can learn anywhere. 

— Krista Kaltenberg 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

Creating Digital Spaces for Learning - How can 
we create a space so it allows for kids to 
choose to continue to learn even into the 
summer? Is digital collaboration more 
important than face to Face collaboration? He 
said yes. ???? How do we craft culture in a 
digital learning space? Poster board with a big 
question and post-its for  everyone to respond. 

— Sara Allen 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 

How to Get Started 
with Developing New 

Digital Spaces for 
Learning 

PRESENTER 

David Jakes
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I liked the idea from the youmedia place that 
celebrates students' content, so I want to have 
something like that for my students' projects. This 
will also enable them to get authentic feedback 
from the "real world.” 

Apply two quick ideas - 1) upstander/bystander 
activity (or something similar) to promote culture/
engagement in common spaces, 2) make 
common spaces more engaging w/ a purpose 
(bluubeam, qr codes, aurasma) and put more 
thought and planning to digital spaces alongside 
physical spaces.  

I am very fortunate to have a coworker in the LMC 
who is so very helpful and knowledgeable with 
digital spaces.  She is a great resource with 
google sites, classroom and maestro.  She is my 
go to person for help. 

Focus on ideas not stuff. ask students/staff a 
question and let them answer on a post it note/or 
google for help in rearranging the space. 

I will take a look at the LMC website and see how 
to add the next level of access 24/7.
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DIGITAL BADGE CHALLENGE 
Where will you get started now in developing new digital spaces in your school  
or district? 

In this session, David said before changing any 
space a person needs to “Think intentionally 
about learning; Anytime, anywhere, any device.” 
He recommended a book called The Third 
Teacher in which the environment in the 
“classroom” is the third teacher. In his slide 
presentation he showed how schools have re-
thought the learning spaces and used hallways, 
nooks, and small spaces for individual learning. 
(I’m not sure how this fits into library or even 
lower elem. Kids need to be in the classroom for 
safety reasons-no staffing in “outside” areas for 
students to use online or blended classes.) 

He also talked about keeping the school open 
past the normal hours of operation to allow 
students to learn things that are of interest to 
them outside the classroom environment. (How 
do you keep the library open past the “normal” 
hours so students can use the physical space 
when most students ride the bus and the LMC is 
staffed by an EA that has “other” duties.) 

I want to use *post-it notes” for kids to build 
culture in my spaces. Ask a question and let 
kids answer on a post it note. 

— Jo Brommer 
Stevens Point, WI School District 



SESSION #3 - Industry Partner Showcase 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

Appreciated receiving information on architects, 
furniture vendors, video and text resources 

— Angela Sopko 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

Interested in the reset model for furniture in the 
classroom. Also, the all-in-one laptop/projector 
work stations. 

— David Chan 
Evanston Township High  School, IL 

Give students voice and choice when designing 
learning spaces - common theme found in all 
three sessions 
Trends in furniture 
Agility, reconfigurability & adaptability, furniture 
with power 
Trends in Technology 
Tablets, lost-cost laptops, online resources, 
charging lockers 

— Christine O’Regan 
Kenosha, WI School District 

I love the idea about the iLabs. I like the moving 
around of furniture to configure throughout the 
day depending on the activity.  I like how they 
can fold up and store really easily or just to 
move out of the way. I liked seeing some of the 
things out there.  I like the soft seated benches 
that you can manipulate around as well. 

— Kari Pajerski  
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

I was introduced to some of the innovative 
furniture options available, i.e. charging lockers. 
Bretford’s Discovery Guide publication included 
a space design action plan. This is a nice 
roadmap to follow when renovating space. 

— Kay Benning 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

This was more of an advertisement to buy the 
product.  It was nice to know that samples can be 
requested and tried by students before purchasing. 

— Krista Kaltenberg 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

Explore - Experiment - Experience 
Adapt room to needs of lesson. 
Love this - kids need time for “Hanging out, messing 
around, geeking out” 
Having a flexible learning space (ie Hillbrook  iLab): 
How does this affect the relationship between 
teacher and student? Student and student? 
How does it impact students knowing 
themselves as a learner? 

— Patti Fleser 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

Designing 
Educational Spaces 
for Today’s Learning  

PRESENTER 

Gary Dalbke
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So many options are out there now to remake 
spaces.  I especially was interested in the 
seating with power option built right in,  Now that 
we are 1:1 that's an interesting option. 

There are many options for student seating.   

After watching the Hillcrest video, I liked how the 
learning spaces were viewed in terms of 
relationships. It's not just about the learning.
(How does this affect the relationship between 
teacher and student? Student and student? How 
does it impact students knowing themselves as a 
learner?) 

We were introduced to Bretford's Discovery 
Guide. Their research makes a great case for 
the educational value of making positive 
changes in our learning environments. In 
addition, the guide provides a roadmap for 
learning environment change implementation. 
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DIGITAL BADGE CHALLENGE 
What was your greatest learning takeaway from the Bretford presentation? 



SESSION #3 - Industry Partner Showcase 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

I liked seeing the various furniture shapes and 
configurations that are available.  I am very 
interested in padded, comfortable, portable, and 
durable furniture so it was nice to see what 
Artco-Bell has to offer. 

— Ann Schoenberger 
DeForest, WI School District 

Like the idea of the “living classroom,” shifting the 
concept and culture from a stagnant, fixed entity 
to one that is responsive, changing, dynamic. 

Like the concept of zones — gather, instruct, 
learn, collaborate, share, reflect. 

— Dan Paese  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Furniture needs to accommodate forward facing 
as well as collaborative learning. It also needs to 
creative spaces. Living classroom is the answer 
-to accommodate 6 learning zones 

Love the ideas of changing the space for 
different types of learning. I would love to be 
able to invest in new tables for the LMC to make 
them more collaborative.  

— Jo Brommer 
Stevens Point, WI School District 

I learned about the importance of all furniture 
being fluid of movement and incorporating color 
into a room.  Now days, teens have a much more 
sophisticated color palette.  They are ready for 
and want a more inspiring space filled with color. 

When purchasing tables, take into account the 
ability to move them (wheels), adjustable 
heights, and shapes to accommodate different 
size learning groups. 

Re-envision a teacher’s desk...could be a small 
mobile podium where you can adjust the height 
to stand at or sit at and move it next to a 
student’s desk for conferencing. 

Why is only 0.8% of the budget designated to 
furniture when the learning space is so important?  
Also, if the life of furniture is 25-30 years, select styles 
that will hold up through different learning trends.   

— Jennifer Polomis  
Peshtigo, WI School District 

The information presented by the Artco-Bell rep just 
confirmed the need to recreate my classroom space.  
I learned that in order to create a “living classroom” I 
need to incorporate 6 different zones of learning.   

— Anna Feldmeier 
Elmbrook, WI School District

Tomorrow’s 
Classroom   

PRESENTER 

Jill Gieseman
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Observe young people at coffee shops, in parks, 
on campus, in hallways and notice how they use 
technology and how they communicate 
interpersonally. 

I liked the point that technology should not be a 
part of the furniture since it changes so quickly. I 
have seen a couple examples of furniture with 
technology incorporated and hadn't even thought 
of that point.  

I liked seeing the different types of furniture that 
are out there and how they can be moved into 
different configurations.   I also liked the tiered 
seating that is available.  I would like to see 
padded and durable furniture options. 

Student voice & choice is important - different 
types of student seating arrangements - different 
heights, textures, colors. 

The idea of the “living classroom,” shifting the 
concept and culture from a stagnant, fixed entity 
to one that is responsive, changing, dynamic. 

I liked seeing different furniture options and 
configurations.  I am most interested in the 
triangular-shaped tables that can be individual or 
grouped together.  I am also very interested in 
padded furniture so the learners can be 
comfortable. 

My greatest take away was that the furniture will 
last 25-30 years. 

Utilizing the same furniture for multiple designs! 
perfect :)
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DIGITAL BADGE CHALLENGE 
What was your greatest learning takeaway from the Artco-Bell presentation? 



STUDENT PANEL DISCUSSION 
“What I Want and Need In A Learning Space to Succeed”  

Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

Books over Nook 

Digital text over text book 

Real class vs. digital class 

Library over classroom 

Students were brilliant and honest.  

They confirmed what I already know about what 
they like or don’t like. Students appreciate the 
times when I do let them sit where they want to 
and take time to work together when they can.  

— Maureen Milbach  
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 

This was my favorite part of the day!  I really 
enjoyed hearing it straight from the students.  
They were not trying to sell me furniture, or an 
idea or concept, they were just telling us how 
they felt about their learning spaces.  From the 
students I got the message loud and clear:  
tables rather than desks, more voice/choice, 
take into account their need for personal space, 
be flexible, and remember that they have limited 
attention spans:) 

— Anna Feldmeier 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Knowing their preferred places to do homework 
and read at home may provide insight into 
needed areas for school. Students must have a 
voice and be able to express their ideas in the 
process of transforming learning spaces. 

Many students expressed how they prefer 
choices in seating, mobility and movement and 
68-72 degrees is temperature range conducive 
for being productive. 

— Angela Sopko 
Lake Forest, IL School District 
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Where do you like  read at home? 
Comfy chair 
Bed - before you go to bed 
Where do you do your homework? 
Desk 
Any place but bedroom 
Where do you learn best? 
On the floor 
Name one thing to change in a classroom 
Desks - separate chair from desk 
Desks for left handed people 
Allow students to get comfortable 
Seating arrangement 
Softer color scheme for AP (stressful) class 
Color that coordinates with subject matter 
What helps students learn? 
Gamification 
Interactive power points for lecture 
Kahoot 

Space offers choice, ex: Starbucks seating 
“Social networks are not for learning” 
What is the reason classrooms need to 
change? 
Accommodate the learning tools 
Classrooms don’t provide the experience found 
in career world 
What about learning space that you want 
teachers want to know 
Personalized learning space 
Flexibility, let student figure out how they learn 
best 
Have choices 
Provide resources for learning 
Allow to follow own path with guidance 
Focus on traditional paper vs. electronic 
resources 

— Christine O’Regan 
Kenosha, WI School District 

Students verified the desire for getting rid of 
traditional, confining furniture and environments 

Comments at the end, “One thing you would tell 
your instructors,” was like an advertisement for 
personalized learning.  Made me feel better 
about my district’s strong push to personalize 
learning across the district. 

— Dan Paese  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

We need to incorporate students voice more 
and more these days.  Hearing students speak 
confirmed that. 

— Krista Kaltenberg 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

I feel that the students shared things that I 
already knew,  Even though I know much of this 
information I never acted on it.  I am excited 
about the journey I am going down this year to 
start rethinking and configuring my learning 
space.  I believe that if I asked my 4th graders 
they would say similar things about allowing 
choice, flexibility, provide different spaces for 
learning.  One session said it would be good to 
have a calming area… I am thinking about an 
area that would have some calming sounds but 
also not having it loud enough for the entire 
class to hear so those who it would distract can 
avoid that noise.    

— Kari Pajerski 
Sun Prairie, WI School District
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If the student was a designer and could 
change 1 thing what would it be? 
Desks - too long for 8 hours 
Desks that fit right or left handed people 
Rooms with furniture that the kids could change 
and move around and create the structure of 
the environment 
A few commented on laying on the floor as 
being an option they would like 
Having a mix of furniture where some is mobile 
and some is more traditional 
It’s hard when the rooms have such temp 
variances 
Natural light 
Colors of a classroom -  
kinetic/visual learning approach 
Using games to practice new concepts 
They would choose the library over the 
classroom to hang out and learn 
Digital device for textbooks and paper textbook 
for novels 
Like studying at Starbucks because the space 
offers choice 
Space should be more personalized, teachers 
need to be flexible to let students figure out how 
they learn best 

— Sara Allen 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 

I love the honesty of the students. Listening to 
them really helped reiterate how important it is 
for us to have students be part of the redesign 
conversation. 

— Patti Fleser 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

The student panel discussion was fabulous.  I 
learned so much from it, that I’m looking at 
starting a library media student advisory panel at 
our school.  I will meet with these students to 
talk about designing makerspaces, layouts of 
different learning zones in the LMC, selections 
of resources and equipment for the students, 
and social media advertising of resources and 
events in the LMC. 

I found it interesting that when asked what can 
we do to improve your learning environment or 
describe a dream classroom...the answers 
weren’t buy more technology.  The students 
want choices, freedoms, and independence to 
work towards their learning goals in a 
comfortable atmosphere. 

Thank you for having this session! 
— Jennifer Polomis  

Peshtigo, WI School District 

It helped to hear what students prefer: 

Students like to read where they are comfortable 
and mostly secluded.  Homework may be done in 
other spaces such as the kitchen.  Some like to eat 
while they do homework.  Would change their 
current desks that are not comfortable - prefer 
separate chairs and tables.  Would like to be able 
to sit on furniture they can move and wiggle in 
without creaking.  Would like consistent 
temperatures among classrooms and natural light. 

— Ann Schoenberger 
DeForest, WI School District 

Gave the perspective that the students feel that 
the learning environment is different than it has 
been in the past and that things should change. 
Look at how students like to learn (lay down, 
propped against a wall) not sitting in metal desks 
in which the chair doesn’t move for the 6 ft 5 in 
student. 

Student ideas/input: 
Personal to the student 

Give students flexibility and choice of projects. 

Teenagers value independence and like to drive 
their own learning. 

Let students interact more often. 

Want physical books for entertainment but digital 
textbooks. 

Prefer face-to-face learning to online learning. 

Would like a less sterile (white room) learning 
space. 

— Jo Brommer 
Stevens Point, WI School District



DAY ONE SUMMARY 
What did you answer today?  What do you still need information on?  How far have you progressed toward answering the questions 
required to address your goal(s)? 

Today I received lots of information on how to 
create different learning stations in a classroom 
or library.  In addition, I began my journey and 
understanding of students’ brains in relation to 
positive growth mindset.  After listening to the 
student panel, I realized the importance of a 
student’s voice.  It must be heard! 

I would like information on makerspaces in the LMC.  

Also, if a goal is to make our students more 
independent workers/thinkers...how do you 
motivate them to work towards excelling versus 
accepting the status quo and just average work. 

Finally, I’d love to learn more about changing 
students/staffs’ mindsets when it comes to the 
new idea of a library learning commons.  Our 
students view study hall as “free time” and study 
hall is often times held in the LMC.  Thus, the 
students only want to sit and talk socially or 
hangout on their phones.  How do we motivate 
them to want to explore, tinker, and create, 
when all they want to do is sit and chill? 

— Jennifer Polomis  
Peshtigo, WI School District 

Lots of great ideas. I’m still looking for more on how 
to help teachers understand the need for learning 
space redesign, even if it’s on a simple level. 

— Patti Fleser 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

I realize that this desire to reimagine learning 
spaces will take time and must involve all key 
stakeholders, especially students and teachers. 
I will work with interested school staff to 
consider things we can do in the short-term. 
The library is such an integral part of the school 
and this will be a priority to make the spaces 
within conducive to learning, discovery and 
collaboration. 

— Angela Sopko 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

All my questions listed under my goal statement 
above were addressed today. I hope to deepen 
my level of understanding of learning space 
design during tomorrow’s sessions. 

— Kay Benning 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Lots to chew on - excited to bring back to ETHS. 
— David Chan 

Evanston Township High  School, IL 

It was clearly addressed how important learning 
spaces are due to how the brain works, what 
students have shared with us, and in order to 
address the 21st Century Skills. 

I would still like to discuss strategies on how to 
support teachers that are not comfortable with 
this type of new learning environment (with or 
without technology), how to develop new 
classroom management philosophies 

Today has gotten me to develop more concrete 
ideas for addressing my questions and concerns 
about learning spaces, but it would be nice to 
have time to brainstorm with the staff I came with 
to discuss our current learning spaces.  

— Sara Allen 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 

How do I motivate librarians to pursue grants 
and other funding opportunities? 
I think I need to ask to speak at a principal 
meeting about the changes in our libraries. 
share our successes 
student panel 
Don’t forget to tell the story of transformation to 
learning spaces 
4CLE classroom video 

— Christine O’Regan 
Kenosha, WI School District 
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This session solidified the importance of giving the 
students voice and choice. Their input is incredibly 
insightful! Soliciting student input is a critical 
component to the success of each library’s 
renovation project. Particularly noteworthy was their 
preference for the laptop over their phone for 
classwork, and their preference for print vs. digital 
when interacting with novels.  

When providing input to renovation teams, the 
student panel encouraged me to: 

Consider the variety of size and shapes of all 
bodies. 

Keep in mind many students prefer to read lying 
down. 

Students prefer to be offered choice with regards to 
the kind of space they work in. 

Some prefer flexible seating to allow for movement, 
i.e. a hokki. 

They prefer muted tones in a room, particularly in 
high stress classes, i.e. A.P. 

— Kay Benning 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

I share a space with many other stakeholders and 
need to get buy in from others when changing the 
space and culture in my environment. I am excited 
to develop a communication tool to get input for the 
changes that I would like to see in the LMC area. I 
don’t really have a “budget” to make major changes 
to the library but I think that if I changed the physical 
space around to accommodate the different types 
of learning as well as add some color it may be a 
more exciting environment in which to learn. 

— Jo Brommer 
Stevens Point, WI School District 

I answered where to begin in the process, which is 
defining what I want and need students to do in 
respective spaces.  I now need to answer that 
question with my administrators and tech 
integrator to make sure all are on the same page 
and working toward a common goal in redefining 
library space in my school.  This is a great start. 

— Dan Pause  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Lots to chew on - excited to bring back to ETHS. 
— David Chan 

Evanston Township High  School, IL 

Can you have the presenters explain a little 
more about what their session is going to be 
about so I can make a good fit decision on what 
sessions I want to attend?   

My district is trying to figure out what type of 
budget we have to create our learning spaces.  
It is hard to wait.  I am having a hard time 
picturing my classroom as a room on a budget 
using frosting buckets and crates or products 
like the ones that Bretford has to offer. 

— Kari Pajerski 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

I realize that there are many more people who 
think like I do than I actually thought. I think that I 
have gained a lot of information that I can take 
back to my colleagues and administrators to 
work on changing people’s minds regarding what 
learning looks like. Many are already 
implementing things like Kahoot and they should 
realize they are part of this innovative mindset.  

There are physical and digital elements of the 
classroom today that are changing. The simple 
changes and “baby steps”  will grow into some 
exceptional spaces. 

I’m close having many questions answered. 
— Maureen Milbach  

St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 

I would still like to see other ideas and images 
of various learning spaces.  I would also like to 
see more furniture that is padded yet durable :-) 

— Ann Schoenberger 
DeForest, WI School District 

Trust the process 

— Krista Kaltenberg 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 
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LEARNING SPACE 
DESIGN CHALLENGE #2 
In the space below, sketch the grid at the right, and at the end of each tension (work mode and 
function) develop your own endpoints. 
Also, after having an evening to reflect and converse about spaces, what will be your direction for 
today?  Has your goal shifted?  What information do you still need? 

Honestly, I don’t know that I understood well 
enough this grid and its full significance.  I also 
do not know how to “sketch” in a google doc.  
(embarrassed)  Suffice it to say that I am 
interested in working toward increased student 
creativity at more individual levels and away 
from traditional teacher-centric classes and full 
class instruction. 

— Dan Paese  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Coming into Day 2 of the symposium I am still 
looking for ideas on how to get creative on a 
budget, how to utilize spaces not currently being 
utilized, and just how much I can think outside 
the box.   

— Anna Feldmeier 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

I can’t wait to use some of the apps I have learned 
about the past 2 days to get feedback on my 
digital teaching and use of technology in the LMC. 
My goals are still right on but my ideas about how 
to change things are shifted. I’m excited to try and 
purchase some cozy reading furniture and 
possibly incorporate some whiteboard/paint for the 
students to use for learning. 

— Jo Brommer 
Stevens Point, WI School District 

I am still looking for different images of different 
learning spaces and furniture options.  I am 
especially looking for comfortable furniture - 
after sitting on uncomfortable furniture all day 
during this training, I am finding my brain 
focused on that great need. 

— Ann Schoenberger 
DeForest, WI School District 

I need to deepen my level of understanding of 
how to restructure learning space to have the 
best possible positive impact on student learning.  

— Kay Benning 
Elmbrook, WI School District 
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At my endpoints I’d have: collaboration, creation, 
critical thinking, communication.  If you are working 
independently, in small groups, or as a member of 
a large class you need to do something to further 
one of the 4Cs.  Sometimes you engage in one or 
more of the 4Cs independently and at other times 
under the direction of a teacher or librarian. 

I only attended the Wednesday session, 
therefore I have no Tuesday evening reflection. 

— Melissa Matz 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Coming into Day 2 of the symposium I am still 
looking for ideas on how to get creative on a 
budget, how to utilize spaces not currently being 
utilized, and just how much I can think outside 
the box.   

— Anna Feldmeier 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

My goal has shifted from a large makerspace 
area to more mobile mini creation stations in the 
library or even my tech lit classroom.  I feel like 
this will be more doable space and cost wise. 

I’m still looking for the those magical ways to 
get kids excited and motivated to want to learn 
more and challenge their views and ideas.  
Maybe the learning space design will help this 
and just listening to the students’ voices more. 

— Jennifer Polomis  
Peshtigo, WI School District 



SESSION #4 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

I’ve been inspired. There were so many great 
resources provided. I am excited about Genius 
Hour type programs and utilizing the Student 
Passions Project . 

— Maureen Milbach  
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 

One of my goals is to help the students become 
more self directed/motivated.  She provided a 
fabulous visual called “Ask 3 Be 4 Me”.  It 
incorporates many ways for students to solve 
their problems on their own before running to the 
teacher right away.  Through this technique they 
will be responsible for solving their own 
problems, not just taking the easy way of asking 
adults to do it for them. 

I feel like I’ve been given the courage and motivation 
to talk with my administers about taking risks in the 
design of our learning spaces.  I know have proof 
and reasons as to why a focal color wall, stand up 
mobile work stations, and wheels attached to 
furniture really help the learning process and flow 
throughout the class period.  

— Jennifer Polomis  
Peshtigo, WI School District 

I am a big believer in sharing my space with others 
and welcome students into the LMC, even when 
I’m teaching a class. Students are welcome to 
come and go for library materials as long as they 
are considerate of the other classes.   

The idea of using color as a calming or stimulating 
objective in the environment intrigued me. I like 
bright vibrant colors but now realize that maybe that 
wouldn’t be the best option for the whole room. 
Maybe I can divide up the space and create different 
learning spaces all in one large space.  I’m excited to 
ask students and staff for input on design changes. 

— Jo Brommer 
Stevens Point, WI School District 

Verified many of the concepts learned yesterday 
regarding defining purpose of space, evaluating 
spaces, physical factors of learning spaces to 
consider, etc.  

Good resources offered for getting further ideas 
about learning space design  

— Dan Pause  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

I tend to not worry or even think about wall 
colors.  I guess I need to think more about that! 

— Krista Kaltenberg 
Sun Prairie, WI School District

Change Your 
Environment, and 

You Will Change The 
Way You Think 

PRESENTER 

Naomi Harm
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I can change the 
wall color and use 
plickers and other 
apps that Naomi 
shared. 

I am stoked to try 
both Active 
Prompt and want 
to work on a 
Genius Bar!! 

Incorporate 
students & 
teachers in the 
design process  

Flexible furniture

DIGITAL BADGE CHALLENGE 
Identify two examples of how you can change your physical environment to 
empower students and/or teachers with more active and meaning learning 



SESSION #4 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

Jon’s session was a good reminder of how to 
get others on board with a new idea.  He gave 
us some great summer reading ideas that 
could help to get me closer to my goal of a 
more personalized learning classroom.  He 
also caused me to rethink what it means to 
have a personalized classroom and what this 
might look like.   

— Anna Feldmeier 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Video to show how to get others on board; it’s 
about the 2nd dancer 

 - lessons from Dancing Guy (leaders and 
followers) 

- courageously follow the loan nut 

"Follow the second dancer" (culture leader and 
innovator) 

— Patti Fleser 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

This was filled with several good books as well 
as tips learned from Jon's experience in 
helping change pedagogy - not just the 
physical environment .  This was very helpful. 

— Ann Schoenberger 
DeForest, WI School District 

My 4th and 5th grade team are starting on our 
journey to Personalized Learner.  I like seeing 
other professional books that I can look into for 
this Personalized Learning journey.   

— Kari Pajerski 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

Lessons from “Dancing Guy”  http://ed.ted.com/
on/IgslePtt 

This session was extremely helpful in starting 
to think about transforming the way our 
teachers educate using personalized learning. 
It has motivated me to read the books 
highlighted in Jon’s presentation. I’d also love 
to come and observe at their building.  

— Sara Allen 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools

Starting a Grassroots 
Movement to 
Personalized 

Learning 

PRESENTER 

Jon Tanner
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My team of four teachers spent last year working on a proposal 

to begin the steps to the creation of a personalized learning 

house within our school.  We attended the CESA 1 Convening 

on PL and were approved of grant money to begin this 

process.  So, I already have 3 other on board!  I do believe that 

once we establish our PL House concept others in our building 

will want to come on board.  We will welcome staff members 

questions and visits into our classrooms.  We know that we will 

make mistakes, but also know this is part of the process.   

I am going to start by reading one of the books that Jon highly 

recommended.  If it's good, then I will lead a book club with 

interested staff.

DIGITAL BADGE CHALLENGE 
Personalized learning is a huge concept- how are you going to get started in your 
district or school to empower others to join this student focused initiative? 



SESSION #4 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

When Rubber Hits the 
Road: Building Your 

Spaces With Purpose 

PRESENTER 

David Jakes

It was very valuable to put the theory into practice, by walking into the 
German room with our group, and brainstorming changes we would 
consider making to improve the learning space for students and teachers. 

— Kay Benning 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

I have already held informal conversations with students and teachers on 
their views on how they’d like to renovate the library media center space.  
In the fall term I will seek 15 students and 15 teachers and hold more 
formal interviews.  Questions I am considering are listed below.  I am also 
going to include sample photos that people can tag with either green or 
red dots to get a better handle of what to include in the facility redesign.   

Question Bank 

What works in the space? 

What doesn’t work in the space? 

Imagine your ideal library.  What would it look like? What would you 
like to do when you visit? 

How would you reimagine the library? 

— Melissa Matz 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Design rooms to cultivate mathematicians; not a Math or ELA room 

Need to consider the functionality and flexibility of the furniture (multi-
use, flexible) 

Movable tables; furniture that could be moved to the hallway 

— Angela Sopko 
Lake Forest, IL School District 
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SESSION #5 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

Novelty vs Engagement 

Play vs Purposeful 

*** FAIL - First Attempt in Learning 

Zone of Proximal Development - challenge 
Zone - just-right learning level 

If they want to use technology, ask "why" 5 
times to get the real answer.  

— Patti Fleser 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

During John’s presentation I actually had so many 
ideas being generated in my head that I had to 
open a document and being to list them!!  There 
are so many adjacent spaces that are not being 
utilized as much as they could be.  I have used the 
hallway as an overflow area for kids working in 
small groups, but have never thought of changing 
the hallway space to encourage this type of use.  
There is room to hang white boards for standing 
work spaces, as well as room at the end of my hall 
for a table and chairs to be utilized as another 
work area.  I also started to wonder if the LMC and 
cafe could not be used more for various activities 
(other than eating and checking out books).   

— Anna Feldmeier 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Learning space - the studio 

Defining elements - space for independent 
work and group work 

Tech is a tool 

Students are motivated by the choices and 
collaboration they have during their class 
because they can work at their own pace with 
knowledge of the deadline. 

Learning is important to the learners because 
they will be learning all of their life - some of them 
know this, some of them haven’t learned it yet. 

Learners demonstrate their knowledge and 
skills when they are creating projects or 
teaching other students what they know. 

We make sure learners are in their Zone of 
Proximal Development (ZPD)(not frustrated by 
challenge, but challenged enough to stay 
involved)  by frequent assessment and providing 
students with time to share ideas/collaborate. 

What would happen if you add technology to 
the learning space you are envisioning. What 
will be amplified? Why? 

— Maureen Milbach  
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools

Be Careful What You 
Amplify! It's Not 

Always About The 
Technology in The 

Learning Space  

PRESENTER 

Jon Tanner
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Technology does not qualitatively learner activity on its own. 

novelty vs. engagement, play vs. purpose 

FAIL - first attempt in learning 

What is technology doing now? 

Is technology a distraction or amplifier? 

Is it an electronic replacement for worksheets, flashcards, and 
multiple choice tests? 

Students are motivated by curiosity, because they naturally ask 
questions, wonder, are risk-takers 

Learning is important to the learners because (when) they are curious. 

Learners demonstrate their knowledge and skills when they make 
connections with their new skills by or through application. 

The Challenge Zone 

We make sure learning are in the Zone of Proximal Development 
(ZPD) by…….. assessing them. 

Simple Goal: 

What is your goal?  What is the current status?  What is the gap 
between the two?  What strategy will bridge this gap? 

Write it Down: 

Describe your learning environment.  Characteristics of learning 
environment. What would happen if you add tech to this learning 
space? What will be amplified? Why? 

If technology is not meeting an instructional need, then why are 
we doing it? 

— Christine O’Regan 
Kenosha, WI School District 

Whatever learner activity is present, the technology amplifies it 
just like a microphone 

Simply adding technology does not amplify learning activity. 

If traditional classroom, even with tech tools, the activities may 
continue to be traditional. 

— Angela Sopko 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

Tools can be perceived as exciting but in time the novelty may wear off if the activity 
is not engaging. 

F.A.I.L - First 
Attempt In Learning 

A real learning 
environment I can think 

of and it’s defining 
characteristics -  

Controlled Chaos 

Innovative attempt at 
converting a 
traditional setting to 
21st century learner-

centered environment 

“Students are motivated by choice and 
input into their learning because they 
feel like they have a voice and a say in 
their learning.” 

“Learning is important to the learners 
because it means they will get good 
grades for many, but for some it means 
they have learned cool new things.” 

“Learners demonstrate their knowledge 
and skills continually, through 
conversation, individual and group 
activities, formal and informal 
assessments, during social activities by 
being engaged and challenged in the 
activity.” 

“We make sure learners are in their 
Zone of Proximal Development.”  

Sara Allen 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools

My space is constricted and promotes 
teacher centered learning.  My goal that 
I am currently working it is to have a 
space that promote more collaboration 
and learner driven.   

Students are motivated by choice 
because they have a say in what they 
want to learn or where they want to sit.  
They want to be more independent. 

Learning is important to the learners 
because they are curious. 

Learners demonstrate their knowledge 
and skills when they are curious by 
asking questions and try to find 
answers to those questions.  

We make sure learners are in their Zone 
of Proximal Development by seeing if 
they struggle some but are able to 
overcome their roadblocks through hard 
work and determination and practice. 

Make sure your technology is connected 
and purposeful for the learning.  What 
will the technology allow us to do that 
pen and paper can’t.  Is it meeting an 
instructional need? Once integrated, 
what worked?  How did it help learners? 

— Kari Pajerski 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 



SESSION #5 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

I loved the instructional value of the mobile 
technology resources shared, specifically, 

InstaGrok, TodaysMeet, BlendSpace, 
Commonsense Media, and Padlet. 

— Kay Benning 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

I always enjoy learning about extensions, apps, 
and programs that are easy to use and boost 
learning.  I’m really not into bright, shiny 
objects.  I’m into improving communication, 
collaboration, critical thinking, and creativity.  I 
will be sharing Padlet, InstaGrok, and 
Movenote with students and teachers.  I liked 
how all three programs were intuitive and easy 
to use so the emphasis would be on sharing 
ideas and acquiring knowledge. 

— Melissa Matz 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Importance of digital citizenship and educating 
both students and teachers is something I’ll be 
bringing back to my building.  

— Dan Paese  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Naomi is a very inspirational presenter and 
used a variety of digital tools in her session. I 
liked that she didn’t just lecture about what’s 
available but had the audience participate, thus 
showing us how to integrate into our own 
teaching. She talked about how students need 
to be creative and critical users of technology 
and that teachers need to redefine their role in 
the educational process. 

Wow, there a such a lot of online tools that I 
learned about using in this session. I have so 
many ideas and can’t wait to try some out, 
especially TodaysMeet and Padlet. I think it 
would be great for staff meetings as well as to 
use with students.  

— Jo Brommer 
Stevens Point, WI School District 

Wonderful resources shared to streamline my 
planning and have things in one place - 
blendspace.com 

— Krista Kaltenberg 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

Changing the 
Teaching and 

Learning Landscape 
with Mobile 
Technology 

PRESENTER 

Naomi Harm
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Kahoot is not something I have used, 

but I know I will try this in my 

classroom this year.  It seems like a lot 

of fun.  This could be utilized anywhere 

that I have a smartboard.  Since we will 

be 1-1 next year, this should work. 

I also loved the Catch It Box!  $350 is a 

lot of money, but this is something I 

earmarked for consideration when 

soliciting grant money from PTO and 

other avenues.   

Importance of digital citizenship and 

educating students 

Making sure all staff understand well 

digital citizenship concepts well to 

allow for increased success of mobile 

tech initiatives and programs.

DIGITAL BADGE CHALLENGE 
What are two new ideas Naomi shared with you that you could incorporate with staff 
and students to enhance the mobile collaboration teaching and learning experience? 



This session helped me to take a deeper look 

into what is the goal of the space...informal 

vs formal, academic vs social, or individual 

vs collaborative.  I understand that when we 

design spaces in the LMC, it needs to be 

able to move amongst all of these areas. 

The idea that technology turns a traditional 

space into a learning space is huge in our 

1:1 chromebook building.  I need to utilize 

the hallways outside the LMC as an area to 

set up a mobile green screen or move some 

mobile furniture to the hallway for a study 

group. 

I really like the idea of a “connect and 

display” space.  To make it happen now I 

need to find an unused tv/monitor that kids 

can connect to while all sitting around a table 

working together.  Great place to mentor 

others, practice presentations, or collaborate 

on a project. 

— Jennifer Polomis  
Peshtigo, WI School District 

Come back to ETHS with a new lens - always 
learning spaces. 

— David Chan 
Evanston Township High  School, IL 

This session was more helpful than some of 
the previous sessions since we were able to 
see many different images of various learning 
spaces and how they were established.  This is 
what I was hoping for. 

— Ann Schoenberger 
DeForest, WI School District

The Importance of 
Informal Learning 
Spaces in Student 

Learning 

PRESENTER 

David Jakes

SESSION #5 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 
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DIGITAL BADGE CHALLENGE 
What were two new ideas David shared with you about informal learning spaces 
that can work in your school and WHY? 

Using the hallways as informal learning spaces is not a new idea to me, 

but outfitting the halls to better facilitate this was a new idea for me.  Toss 

a table and chairs in an alcove and you have an active learning space. 

Looking at various slides of learning spaces and furniture inspired me to 

think about different ways to use the already existing spaces in my school 

(LMC, Cafe, Halls, back of my science lab area...) 

I liked the many photos of multiple learning spaces.  I also liked the idea of 

using gathering stairs - I don't think they would be overly expensive but would 

be loved by the students.  I also like the idea of creating a 3rd space 

somewhere within the building and am guessing that at the elementary level, 

that would likely be done through our school library. 



Writeable space 

We were presented with items 
that are definitely high interest.  
It encourages collaboration 
and problem solving 

I found it extremely valuable to 
see new, flexible furniture to 
help re-conceptualize spaces 
in my building. 

Being able to see and try-out 
the furniture helped me 
visualize how it could be used 
to transform my classroom.  It 
also gave me the idea to start 
a sort of online district "Craigs" 
list for teachers looking for a 
specific piece of furniture.  I 
think this would be a great 
way to spread the word about 

creating new learning spaces 
and would also be a money 
saver, as I am sure that we 
have furniture sitting in rooms 
in our district not being used 

I loved the adjustable height 
tables easily giving learners the 
opportunity to either stand or sit.  

Industry Partner 
Gallery Walk and 
Conversations
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SESSION #6 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 

DIGITAL BADGE CHALLENGE 
What got you thinking more deeply about the redesign of classroom 
learning spaces with the Industry Partners and WHY? 

Beta - classrooms, reset designs 
- what can we do now at ETHS? 

— David Chan 
Evanston Township High  School, IL 

Valuable to see new, flexible 
furniture to help re-conceptualize 
spaces in my building 

— Dan Paese  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

I have a better idea of what 
furniture is available that 
allows easy setup to 
accommodate individual, 
partner, small group and large 
group learning. 

— Melissa Matz 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

The session allowed me to 
appreciate the unique features of 
the furniture with the points that 
were raised in previous sessions 
(flexibility, movability, meeting 
needs of learners’ sensory needs) 

— Angela Sopko 
Lake Forest, IL School District 



ROBIN HOSEMANN 

TIM NIELSEN 

DEB NORTON 

The Chromakey Green Screen Kit is my first 
purchase when I get home.  One of my goals is 
to start to work some makerspaces or creation 
stations into the LMC and my tech lit 
classroom.  A mobile mini video production and 
green screen studio will be perfect for this.  Did 
I mention the price….only $119!  Woot Woot! 

— Jennifer Polomis  
Peshtigo, WI School District 

Interesting to see and play with items. 

— Krista Kaltenberg 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

I enjoyed the opportunity to explore the different 
gadgets and create, invent, and learn. The different 
aspects of MakerSpaces gave me many ideas of 
how to try some things in my buildings this coming 
year.This was one of the main reasons I chose to 
attend this conference. Coming into this 
conference I thought that there had to be a huge 
area dedicated to the “Makerspace” but now I have 
a better understanding of how the area can be 
organized and used without it taking away from the 
library itself. 

— Jo Brommer 
Stevens Point, WI School District 

It was nice to experience the Makerspace lab at 
Arrowhead HS.  It gave me a glimpse into the 
future.  While this is not something I have my 
sights set on doing this year, it may be 
something that I help develop within my school 
down the road.  Being able to try out some of the 
furniture pieces displayed helped me to visualize 
how they might look in my room--and how 
students could utilize them.  I also enjoy the 
Sphero demonstration, although was frustrated 
that I could not get it downloaded on my phone.  
I was able to use someone else’s phone to play 
with it.  I am not sure that I would be able to fund 
the purchase of this educational toy/tool, but it 
was cool to play with.  Ideally, you would want at 
least 6-8 of these to have students be able to 
work with them in groups.  That’s about $600.  
This could, however, be something that I write a 
grant for and see what happens. 

— Anna Feldmeier 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Loved having the chance to see and play with a 
few more Maker “toys” 

— Patti Fleser 
Lake Forest, IL School District

Makerspaces 
Learning Lab & 
Learning Space 

Sketchbook Activity
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SESSION #6 
Reflect how the information in your session helped address your goal(s). 
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I can see how makerspaces make great 
learning centers in classroom and public 
libraries.  I’m having a hard time understanding 
how they work in high school media centers.  In 
high school there are science labs, family & 
consumer ed classrooms,  and applied tech 
workshops where experiential learning takes 
place.  How does an understaffed and poorly 
financed high school library have funds to 
purchase consumable equipment and have staff 
to manage supplies and kits?   It makes sense 
to have work spaces where students can create 
videos, podcasts, or sites as final products for 
classroom assignments.  Funds can be used to 
purchase equipment and software that are of 
high quality and perhaps something one 
wouldn’t typically have available away from 
school.  Staff could be trained on how to use the 
equipment and software. 

— Melissa Matz 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

It was interesting to see the different 
makerspace options in action.  I work with 
elementary schoolers so I am not sure exactly 
how some of the activities relate to education.  I 
can see using the camera and green screen for 
recording and sharing information, but I am not 
sure how “driving” the little rolling robots really 
relates to education.  They seem similar to 
playing Pac Man to me - it was fun to 
manipulate the little pac man but it wasn’t really 
an educational activity for me.  If there is a 
connection that I am missing, I would appreciate 
hearing what that connection is. 

— Ann Schoenberger 
DeForest, WI School District 

Loved the circuit experiment.  It was fun to play 
around.  One thing I was trying to figure out is 
how I could use those things in my curriculum?  
That was a harder part for me.  When we talk 
about technology being a toy vs a tool, b/c of my 
curriculum I feel that much of that would be a toy.  
I love the idea of having my kids make videos but 
my experience shows that I my students are just 
excited right now about created videos in the hall 
and around the school.  I feel as this point the 
green screen could be more advanced if we are 
working on a budget.  It would be more on a wish 
list then a need list.  

— Kari Pajerski 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

I understand some of the makerspace ideas 
and elements but am struggling to see the value 
of all of the things I saw.  Other elements, 
however, were very interesting.  Most relevant 
to me and my school right now seems to me an 
electronic makerspace revolving around video, 
music, programming, and coding. 

— Dan Paese  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Loved trying out the green screen, makey-
makey, and the Sphero!  Trying them out and 
having conversations with other educators 
made me realize how each of these tools could 
be a great resource in the classroom to drive 
creativity and innovation with the student body.  

— Sara Allen 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools
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I liked the green screen set-up and think it might 
be a useful tool for students to relay and share 
information with each other.  The little robots 
that roll on child created tracks was also neat 
but I am not positive what the educational 
purpose would be. 

We will definitely be using a greenscreen during 
inservice to do staff intros and a message to the 
student body:) 

I am going to share what I saw at Arrowhead HS 
but also how this could be done on a smaller 
scale within a classroom.  For instance, I have 
an idea to create a space in my room 
"Community Tinker Space" that would have 
some basic tools (hot glue guns, art supplies, 
electronic household items to take apart 
(toasters, irons, blender), legos, and whatnot.  
Students would be have access to this space to 
design, experiment, or build a prototype.  I could 
add supplies as needed--and thought about 
having a rolling cart (bins) to store equipment in.   

Most relevant to me and my school right now 
seems to be an electronic makerspace revolving 
around video, music, programming, and coding. 
Many of the other makerspace concepts 
seemed less relevant. 

Sphero, because it provides an opportunity for 
both a high level of student engagement, and 
gives students a chance to implement problem 
solving strategies. 

DIGITAL BADGE CHALLENGE 
What is one new Makerspace idea you will be implementing or sharing with K-12 
educators and students this Fall and WHY? 



LEADERSHIP PANEL DISCUSSION 
“Moving Forward from Here”  

Reflect how the information in this session helped address your goal(s). 

This session was quite informative but not sure 
how it will help address my goal(s). I would love 
to redesign a school/library/classroom, as would 
many of my coworkers but there needs to be buy 
in from administrator and the budget guys. I feel 
like we (teachers) are such a small part of the 
cog in a big wheel of the whole district. I work in 
a district that seems to have many “chosen few” 
that seem to get all the new innovations and then 
the rest of the staff “may” get those innovations 
(hand-me-downs) eventually but only after the 
the “chosen few” are on to something new.  

— Jo Brommer 
Stevens Point, WI School District 

Good, thoughtful dialogue, but less valuable for 
info and ideas that I can bring back to my school.  
Provided good perspective. 

— Dan Paese  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

I enjoyed hearing all speakers 

— Krista Kaltenberg 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

Agree: You need to find those who want to take 
this journey.  It should not come top down.  It can 
be a scary but excited journey so we need to go 
at our own pace.  Not only do we need parent 
buy in but first we need administration buy in.  
Admin needs to support you and creating a 
learning space for our kids.  Implementation 
needs to vary.  It does not need to be an all or 
nothing.  I can be a few innovators that start 
Personalized Learning off.  Allow for 
observations to happen within your own school/
district.  Good stuff is happening in our own 
districts, seek it out. 

— Kari Pajerski 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

It was interesting to have different perspective 
and hear about each of the leader’s 
experiences and priorities. 
Think bigger than you thought, ask for things if 
you think it will be effective. 
Identify priorities, consider budget and 
constraints, form partnership with building/
grounds and finance 
Praise the approximations and showcase to the 
world what we are doing. 
As administrators, support teachers who are 
examining their learning environments and 
eager to make their spaces more effective and 
conducive to learning. 
Asked your students what they would change 
about learning 
What do they need and what is their 
perspective? 

— Angela Sopko 
Lake Forest, IL School District 
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This was a clean way to end with the district 
leaders giving us their support, thoughts, and 
feedback.  My goal is to create a MUCH BETTER 
learning space for my students.  From this session 
I heard that my space doesn’t have to look like 
anyone else’s space and I can move at a pace 
that is comfortable to me.  I have always felt that 
as educators we are often pushed by 
administration to jump from one moving train (new 
idea) to the next--often with little training or 
preparation.  Just when we get settled with this 
new idea or strategy--they change things up on 
us.  I felt that the leadership panel was very vocal 
about encouraging change at our pace--as long 
as it continues to support best practices and better 
learning opportunities for kids. 

— Anna Feldmeier 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

How to move forward with learning spaces 

Communicate the process of the design, then 
ask for what you want, explain why this will 
enhance learning 

Educate the community using language they 
understand 

Show administrators how change will benefit learning 
— Christine O’Regan 

Kenosha, WI School District 

I understand that one of the most important things 
when designing a learning space is the PLAN.  I 
need to look at the areas of why, what will the space 
look like, what will success in that space look like, 
what are the needs, outcomes, and how will this 
help/affect all of the patrons serviced in this area.  

— Jennifer Polomis  
Peshtigo, WI School District 

I think what I take away from this session is that 
we need to bring all of our administrators and 
veteran teachers  to the table, and help educate 
those who doubt that this is the future of 
education. We need to really work at convincing 
them to take a creative look at the future in our 
system so that we can lead by example. 

— Maureen Milbach  
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 

Good, thoughtful dialogue, but less valuable for 
info and ideas that I can bring back to my school.  
Provided good perspective. 

— Dan Paese  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

I will keep in mind the importance of having team 
members with both the correct disposition and skills. 

Plans clearly thought through and communicated 
are more likely to be supported. 

Buildings and Grounds teams are important 
stakeholders in the learning space process.  

It’s not just furniture anymore, it’s a learning tool. 
— Kay Benning 

Elmbrook, WI School District 

It was nice to hear from people who have 
experienced changing and updating their learning 
spaces.  I have to admit that I was so uncomfortable 
after sitting on hard chairs for two days, that it was 
difficult for me to concentrate on the panel 
discussion.  I have plenty of personal padding, but I 
still need some padding on my chair if I’m going to 
be sitting for any length of time.  Seeing Donna 
Smith fall after having her leg fall asleep during the 
panel also reinforced the need to provide our 
students and staff with comfortable furniture similar 
to what is used in other work spaces. 

— Ann Schoenberger 
DeForest, WI School District 

I must admit that this was the weakest part of the 
day for me.  These are the ideas that stood out. 

Significant professional development is needed.  
Take people who are ready to start.  Others will 
eventually follow. 

Change happens when teachers realize it will do 
something positive for them. 

Technology is no longer an option. Why would 
reconfiguration of learning spaces be optional? 

— Melissa Matz 
Elmbrook, WI School District



DAY TWO SUMMARY 
Explain the progress you have made on your goal. What have you answered? What do you still need to answer?  
What are your next steps? 

Firming up plans, will need to look at notes and 
summarize to share with staff admins, and others. 

— David Chan 
Evanston Township High  School, IL 

Overall, I think my participation in this conference 
confirms my ideas and approach to teaching in a 
flexible learning space. I’ve found some new 
tools for inspiring students and helping them get 
engaged in class when they walk in.  

I will have more questions than answers once 
the school year starts but feel I have the 
language and tools to at least get started. 

My next step is to complete the classroom and 
add details that make it a fun space. 

— Maureen Milbach  
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 

I understand that one of the most important things 
when designing a learning space is the PLAN.  I 
need to look at the areas of why, what will the space 
look like, what will success in that space look like, 
what are the needs, outcomes, and how will this 
help/affect all of the patrons serviced in this area.  

— Jennifer Polomis  
Peshtigo, WI School District 

Still working on getting ideas for leading 
teachers into thinking about their learning 
spaces, but I’m highly motivated, especially with 
being able to show/use the “dancing guy” video. 

— Patti Fleser 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

My goal was simply to see what options are out 
there for organizing learning spaces and 
outfitting them with comfortable yet durable 
furniture.  I saw many different options which I 
appreciate.  I will be sharing key points with my 
district when our design team meets again. 

— Ann Schoenberger 
DeForest, WI School District 

My supervisor is the District Technology Director and 
has been trying to get my colleagues and I  to start a 
MakerSpace in my library for the last 2 years. I am 
feeling much more confident about developing a 
spot in my LMC for the students to explore create 
and learn things that they are interested in and using 
hands on learning in the process. 

— Jo Brommer 
Stevens Point, WI School District 
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Better foundational, conceptual base from which 
to work.  Ready to go back to building and 
share ideas.  Next step is to sit with specific 
stakeholders and begin the process of defining 
the purpose of our spaces so that we can then 
decide how to shape them.  

— Dan Paese  
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Students definitely want more innovative learning 
spaces. Listening to both students and teachers who 
are actively participating in innovative learning 
spaces and using individualized learning strategies, 
it’s clear that it makes a marked difference in the 
climate, culture, and academic success for students. 

The best sessions for addressing my 2nd goal 
were Jon Tanner’s. Hearing how his district 
implemented individualized learning and digital 
learning made it seem manageable and it broke it 
down for teachers so they feel like they have the 
autonomy to implement the change at their own 
pace.  Allowing teachers to start small allows for 
them to proceed with less fear of failure.   

— Sara Allen 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Schools 

My goal was to figure out if the learning commons 
plan I created for my library media center was still 
a viable document.  I created this two years ago 
with the hope of convincing administration to put 
funds into renovating the antiquated library media 
center.  While power people in the district said the 
plan looked good there has been no movement 
ahead and I have a sinking suspicion that the 
principal and CIO did not really read it. 

The good news is that that the plan still holds up.  It 
was based on a matrix suggested by David Jakes.  
I included all the information that an architect or 
interior designer would need to design the space 
for 21st century learning.  I was able to speak one-
on-one with David and he gave me some 
suggestion on how to gather further information to 
show how what we do now and what we want to do 
in the future do not match.  He also agreed that 
when powerful people in the organization do not 
see the value in a vibrant library media center there 
is not a whole lot an individual can do to persuade 
that a change is needed. I fear that this is the real 
sticking point.  The CIO does not value libraries and 
the principal simply wants to get a jump on the 
competition and renovate spaces that are “sexier” 
and easy or market with pithy taglines. 

— Melissa Matz 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

Day two experiences deepened my 
understanding of the importance of the learning 
space work, as well as the process to implement 
in order to make the needed changes.  

— Kay Benning 
Elmbrook, WI School District 

To learn about the key elements to consider 
when transforming learning spaces I feel that I 
now have a better sense of the process 
involved in transforming spaces- a very 
deliberate and thoughtful process is needed to 
affect change that impacts learning for all 

To expand knowledge on factors that are 
associated with innovative learning ideas to 
share with staff I have a greater appreciation for 
the importance of considering the function and 
purpose of the work space and individuals who 
will be working in the space. I also feel that I 
now have a tool box of go-to experts and 
resources to tap into to expand my knowledge 
base and guide my learning community to 
reimagine learning spaces and the complex 
needs of the learners. 

— Angela Sopko 
Lake Forest, IL School District 

Continue to trust the process 

— Krista Kaltenberg 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 
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I can’t wait to look at the other 

presentations and talk to my co-worker 

about the different sites/apps that they 

learned about today.  When we talk 

about needing to make sure technology 

is worthwhile, I first need to know what is 

out there in order to know if it is 

worthwhile to use.  That is a goal of mine 

the remainder of this summer is to 

explore apps and sites for educational 

purposes.  I am still curious about 

assessments and assessing students on 

if the technology enhanced their 

learning.  What are some guidelines I 

need to create in order to have students 

who have mature in using technology?   

— Kari Pajerski 
Sun Prairie, WI School District 

I feel as though I have come a long way in 
rethinking my learning space.  When I ordered all 
new furniture for my classroom in May--I had one 
idea in my head.  Now, I have so many ideas on 
how to use the furniture--and have also embraced 
the notion that my classroom needs to be a living 
classroom.  In other words, all of my furniture and 
room arrangements need to be dynamic rather than 
static.  I want to let my kids have some feedback as 
to how to set up my room, so plan to have my kids 
brainstorm ideas on the first day of school.  On day 
two when they come back--I want them to see their 

ideas starting to take shape.  I still need to find out 
how much leeway I have when it comes to painting 
in my room.  I also want to know if I can use the dry 
erase paint on any of my surfaces.  My next steps 
are to get into my classroom after my new furniture 
arrives and to start dreaming up possible learning 
spaces within my larger classroom.  I will also be 
meeting with my team to discuss the possibility of 
having our kids design each of our rooms with a 
different theme (they can vote on these).  We still 
have a little money left in our budget, so we could 
probably give each class about $200 to spend on 
decorations/paint to bring their theme to life.  For 
instance, one of the teachers ordered a mixture of 
cafe tables and different furniture that to me inspires 
a “Starbucks”theme.  The kids would have to search 
options, price their ideas, create a budget, order the 
items, and then actually design the class space 
when the items arrive.  I think this would be a cool 
way to start the year off with a sense of community 
and collaboration! 

— Anna Feldmeier 
Elmbrook, WI School District


